Practice libraries: managing printed information and meeting the information needs of staff in general practice.
Librarians and GPs share an interest in exploring different approaches to providing information to general practice and improving information management within it. Describing the aims, policy, collections, enquiries and services of three Practice Libraries in the Aylesbury area, this paper demonstrates that an information professional can make a significant impact on the management of printed information whilst facilitating access to external sources. A wealth of opportunities lie ahead for those willing to apply information handling skills to general practice. Medical librarians will need to strike a careful balance between providing direct access to sources and the development of information services tailored to meet the needs of primary health care workers.